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but sent a celebrated Lama called Halima1. On arriving at the capital Halima was ordered to say masses for the Emperor's relatives. These ceremonies were attended by supernatural manifestations and he received as a recognition of his powers the titles of Prince of the Great Precious Law and Buddha of the Western Paradise2. His three principal disciples were styled Kuo Shih, and, agreeably ^o the precedent established under the Yuan dynasty, were made the chief prelates of the whole Buddhist Church. Since this time the Red or Tibetan Clergy have been recognized as having precedence over the Grey or Chinese.
In this reign the Chinese made a remarkable attempt to assert their authority in Ceylon. In 1405 a mission was sent with offerings to the Sacred Tooth and when it was ill received a second mission despatched in 1407 captured the king of Ceylon and carried him off as a prisoner to China. Ceylon paid tribute for fifty years, but it does not appear that these proceedings had much importance for religion3.
In the reigns of Ying Tsung and Ching-Ti4 (1436-64) large numbers of monks were ordained, but, as on previous occasions, the great increase of candidates led to the imposition of restrictions and in 1458 an edict was issued ordering that ordinations should be held only once a year. The influence of the Chief Eunuchs during this period was great, and two successive holders of this post, Wang-Chen and Hsing-An5, were both devoted Buddhists and induced the Emperors whom they served to expend enormous sums on building monasteries and performing ceremonies at which the Imperial Court were present.
1 Or Kalima 5^jt JJ5JC . &1 Tibetan Karma de bshin gshegs-pa. He was the fifth head of the Karma-pa school See Chandra Das's dictionary, *.r., where a reference is given to kLong-rdol-gsnng-hbixm. It is noticeable that the Karma-pa is one of the older and more Tantric sects.
Yfian Shai K/ai
this latter the four characters
8 See Yule, Cathay and the Way Thither, pp. 75 ff.
4 When Ying Tsung was carried away by the Mongols in 1449 his brother Ching-Ti was made Emperor. Though Ying Tsung was sent back in 1450, he was nofable to oust Ching-Ti from the throne till 1457.